The Board of Commissioners of the City of Hawkinsville, Georgia met in a Regular Meeting, Monday May 2, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. at City Hall with Chairman Shelly Berryhill presiding.

PRESENT: Chairman Shelly Berryhill, Vice-Chair Henry Cravey, James Colson, Phil NeSmith and Wilson Credle.

Manager Jerry Murkerson gave a prayer. All pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

Chairman Berryhill called the meeting to order. He introduced Michelle Elliott, the new Archway Professional.

CITIZENS COMMENTS: There were none at this time.
MINUTES: Phil NeSmith motioned to approve the minutes of the April 4, 2011 Regular Meeting. Henry Cravey seconded, motion passed.

BUSINESS LICENSE: Henry Cravey motioned to approve the application for a business license in the name of;

1. GIGABIT

(91 Commerce St- computer maintenance/repair/internet café’

Gregorio Vasquez owner)

James Colson seconded, motion passed.

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING HAWKINSVILLE-PULASKI COUNTY ARCHWAY PARTNERSHIP: Wilson Credle motioned to approve the memorandum. Phil NeSmith seconded, motion passed. 

Manager Murkerson stated the annual fees for this program was $12,500.00. Shelly Berryhill stated a fabulous job was being done. Wilson Credle stated it was money well spent.

REPAIR EXPENSE 2007 FREIGHTLINER GARBAGE TRUCK

TWO PROPOSALS FOR PURCHASE

MUNICIPAL EQUIPMENT SALES TOTAL QUOTE $91,380.00

CONSOLIDATED DISPOSAL SYSTEMS, INC. TOTAL QUOTE $111,642.00

Henry Cravey motioned to accept the bid from Municipal Equipment Sales for a 2010 International Truck, requesting Manager Murkerson to contact them to see if they could come down on the proposed price. Phil NeSmith seconded, motion passed. Murkerson explained the proposed is a 2010 International Truck, which is a demo with all the necessary equipment attachments, computerized hydraulic system, and additional lift bar for smaller 4 yard dumpsters The back-up truck can handle the 6 and 8 yard dumpsters.   It also has an International engine. There is a one (1) year warranty.  Mitchell Woods stated we owe one payment on the current truck and it may be possible to make a down payment on the new truck from SPLOST and pay the balance from the Sanitation Funds, but would rather do a lease/purchase through GMA’s program at a low interest rate. Murkerson stated the current 2007 truck’s repair expenses from 2008 to April 2011 has totaled $19,781.11. Johnny Gordon said he was disappointed in the service of the current truck.

Wilson Credle requested we look into service to customers outside the city limits, if favorable, as additional revenues.
ELECTION OF GMA’S DISTRICT 6 OFFICERS FOR 2011-2012: Phil NeSmith motioned to approve the proposed slate of officers on the ballot for 2011-2012;

President:


Larry Collins, Mayor, Byron

First Vice President: 

JoAnna banks, Councilmember, Forsyth

Second Vice President:
Shelly Berryhill, Commissioner Hawkinsville

Third Vice President: Vicki Horne, Mayor, McIntyre

Wilson Credle seconded,, motion passed.

DISCUSS MULTI-USE ZONING FOR DOWNTOWN BUSINESSES: Shelly Berryhill motioned to approve and request the Planning & Zoning Board hold a Public Hearing to consider a text change in the city’s Land Development Regulations ordinance and give their recommendations to the City Commission. Henry Cravey seconded, motion passed. There are safety issues related to this type use, but the State Building Codes addresses all these issues.
OPEN BANK ACCOUNT FOR HUD (URBAN REVITALIZATION PROGRAM (HOPE 6) GRANT #GA01URD31036M09: Wilson Credle motioned to approve. Phil NeSmith seconded, motion passed. Manager Murkerson explained these funds must be kept separate.
APPOINT HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD MEMBER POST 1: The Board received a letter from Wes Conner resigning his post. Phil NeSmith motioned to appoint Liz Popwell to serve on the Board for a 3 year term. Henry Cravey seconded, motion passed.

REAPPOINT TO HAWKINSVILLE HOUSING AUTHORITY POST 5: James Colson motioned to reappoint Dorothy Ross to Post 5 on the Housing Authority for a 5 year term. Phil NeSmith seconded, motion passed.

CITY MANAGER’S UPDATE: Manager Murkerson gave a report on the dilapidated houses from Codes Enforcement. He included an unclean lot report of the locations being addressed. There was some discussion about the properties that already been through the court system, yet not completed. These can be sent back through the court, with another title search, in case there have been any changes to the title owners. The City has 270 days to demolish and clean the properties should owners not do so.
He gave a work order synopsis for the month of April from the customer service system, with completed work orders only.

He included an arrears report listing commercial customers who are behind on their bills. Credle asked if these were normal, Murkerson stated they were and the City would work with the commercial customers. Cravey reminded Murkerson they had requested this report on a 30,60,90 day period.

The Industrial Park infrastructure project is moving along on schedule. The wastewater system is about 75% complete.

There is work being done at the community market building. Most of the floor has been cleared and the wiring has started. (completion 120 days from April 11 or August 8)
He reported that He and Commissioner Bailey have discussed a Hawkinsville/Pulaski County Airport Authority. It seems to be a beneficial way to handle management of the airport and try to get federal funding for the airport. Per your direction we will move forward with the formation of a joint authority. Also, you will see a notice in the newspaper very shortly stating that the environmental assessment for the expansion of the airport has been completed and is available for public review. The process of expanding our airport is entirely dependent on available grant funding. The environmental assessment is the first step of applying for those funds. Robert & Company Consultants have been a big help with the study. We will receive a letter from the Department of Transportation for the consultant selection.

He stated he would journey to GMA headquarters in Atlanta on Thursday to hear the presentation from our UGA student about our Compressed Natural Gas station and let him know if they would like to go. This will put Hawkinsville on the cutting edge, able to construct a retail outlet for compressed natural gas use. There is an entity in Peach  County also interested in this. “I have talked with the school board, as this could help with the school bus fuel cost”. Fleet vehicles would be most interested.

There is also a GMA District 6 listening session on Thursday at the Regional Commission in Macon and it starts at 11:30. If you want to attend let me know so I can register you. There will be a lunch served. There will be a listening session for DCA at a later date.

LAW ENFORCEMENT REPORT: The reports for citations written for April 2011 were handed out. Sheriff Cape was not present and may have thought the city meeting may have been postponed as was the county meeting.

BETTER HOMETOWN REPORT: Director Karen Bailey gave a report of the many projects of the Better Hometown program. She stated we are excited to announce that Hawkinsville has been awarded a Historic Preservation Fund/Certified Local Government Program Grant for $7,302.00. This grant will be used to design and produce a new Historic Tour Guide for Hawkinsville that will include a DVD, a narrated CD, a Pod Cast and color photos in the guide. This is an excellent tool to promote Hawkinsville- Pulaski County through Heritage Tourism & Economic Development. It is a 60/40 match grant. The match can be money and in-kind and would need to look at others to help with funds. She stated she had talked with the Garden Club.
There are grants available for infrastructure for the Spec. Bldg.
She shared a plaque that states Pulaski and Wilcox County’s will be designated for the Georgia Scenic Byway by DOT. They will provide signage and the new Georgia maps will show the green dots pointing out this designation.
She reported the Board of Directors would meet May 24th at 11:00 a.m. in the Opera House, the promotions committee plans for the 2011 Fall Festival in October, which has been renamed “Harvest Festival” to tie in with our Agricultural Heritage, the Keep Georgia Beautiful Month in April, with students distributing window clings and car trash bags, the community Easter egg hunt, planting and landscaping, building an arbor and bench for the educational Pollinator Garden at Mile Branch River Park, the guided tour designed for students in the Georgia History classes at Pulaski County Middle School, the Communities of Opportunity project, the Recycling project, the River Parks Advisory Council will host a special event on Thursday May 19th at Mile Branch Park. This Friends of the park celebration of the end of Phase 1 for the park’s new additions will include lunch prepared by volunteers with Pulaski Rivers Alive. Congressman Austin Scott and other locals will speak during the event, the Economic Restructuring with several interested vendors for the new farmers market.

ARCHWAY PARTNERSHIP REPORT: Michelle Elliott, the new Archway Professional gave a report on the many projects, Economic Development with one area of focus enhancement of the community’s web presence, the Branding sub-committee five minute multi-media DVD, facilitate possibilities between the HERTY Foundation and the Hawkinsville-Pulaski community, possible agricultural development of biomass opportunities, Hawkinsville Downtown building inventory study. Community Health focusing on reducing teen pregnancy rates, letter of interest to UGA’s College of Public Health with online survey of needs conducted. Governmental Service Delivery Middle Georgia Regional Commission work with Archway on data-gathering for the Community Assessment portion of the joint Comprehensive Plan, work to create survey of airport use for the Airport/Airport Authority, Information Technology Outreach Services work with city and county to do mapping fro EMA/Fire station requirements. Housing GICH committee to develop and implement a work plan after the three year program period expires. Leadership Development Archway provides support to the planning group as they prepare for the 2011 class with Ms. Elliott participating. Public Education continues to partner with the UGC College of Education’s Office of School Engagement, compile information from the symposium as well as produce demographic data around education.

UNITED PULASKI ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT REPORT: Lee Slade reported working with Regional Commission on $500,000.00 grant for the City for infrastructure to the Industrial Park, conference called made and grant process approved. He attended GA Industry Day in Atlanta. H&V nominated for GA Industry of the Year in small industry category, a great accomplishment. Network with Macon VIP’s, hosted about 15 foreign consultants, great opportunity to showcase Hawkinsville, working with Archway, attended GEDA meeting in Atlanta, the Dept. of Labor Commissioner was the program, a great way to have personal contact with project managers. Because of the City’s partnership with United Pulaski, the city has received $500,000.00 in grant funds in the last 2 years, which could not have happened without U.P. 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE REPORT:  Listed the events that the 2011 Youth Leadership Class participated in during April, the promotion of the Harness Festival, the sponsor dinner, concert and festival. We will be busy from now till June 25 promoting the 2011 Bobberton. Kimberly’s was selected Business of the Month, update the UP and Chamber website, provide photos from the 2011 Harness festival to Michelle Elliott for the new video that will market Hawkinsville, have arranged to have Cori Beth Sutton from Poulan, Georgia deliver the Rotary program.
MUNICIPAL COURT REPORT: Evelyn Herrington provided a report of the finances for the Municipal Court from July 2010 through April 2011, which included Add-On fees paid to different State agencies and to the Sheriff’s Dept.

FINANCE DIRECTOR’S REPORTS: Mitchell Woods handed the financial reports for March 2011.  He stated the natural gas volume for residential use had dropped in March due to warmer weather.  Woods stated that year to date collections for LOST was $8,500 less than last year, and based on current collections the LOST revenue would be down $26,000 for the year.
COMMISSION COMMENTS:

James Colson stated they had talked about getting some play ground equipment for the Sixth Street Ball Park, but none had placed there. Need something for the younger children. Need to replace the basketball nets. Commissioners decided to place signs at the Park that would prohibit motorized vehicles on the entire ball field. 
Henry Cravey asked about the electric vehicles. Murkerson stated he had contacted a dealer, but had not heard further.

He asked the pay-off amount for the Spec. Bldg., Woods stated estimated $560,000.

Wilson Credle questioned the progress of getting hardware and software to accommodate customers to pay by debit/credit cards. He wants to have a called meeting with DOT to discuss west bound truck traffic be moved off Commerce Street onto Broad Street. 
Shelly Berryhill requested items for discussion be put on agenda under old business.

Phil NeSmith questioned what had been done about the last discussion on the Post Office parking and handi-cap access. Murkerson had talked with District Manager and would forward questions and concerns to Manager in Jacksonville. NeSmith requested the Radar-Speed sign placed at or near the Post Office location.

CITIZENS COMMENTS:

Lucille Bennett talked to Commissioners about the issue of Multi-Use Zoning fro Downtown, that she had been contacted by a person who recently moved to Hawkinsville and was looking to possibly buy one of the downtown buildings and make it his home, but she understood the process the P&Z Board would have to go through. Berryhill said need to expedite as soon as possible.
She thanked Commissioners for allowing her to speak and they thanked her for her interest in this issue.

There being no further business.
ADJOURN: Phil NeSmith motioned to adjourn. James Colson seconded, motion passed.

