The Board of Commissioners of the City of Hawkinsville, Georgia met in a Regular Meeting Monday March 7, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. at City Hall with Chairman Shelly Berryhill presiding.

PRESENT: Chairman Shelly Berryhill, Vice-Chair Henry Cravey, James Colson, Phil NeSmith and Wilson Credle.

Chairman Berryhill gave a prayer. All pledged allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

Chairman Berryhill called the meeting to order. He welcomed the Chamber of Commerce Youth Leadership Class and all the citizens present. He stated the Youth would have a chance to ask questions or give comments after the meeting and asked the other Commissioners to stay and eat Pizza with them.
CITIZENS COMMENTS: Chairman Berryhill stated the agenda would be changed to allow those citizens who wished to speak their concerns, to do so and would not have to sit through the entire meeting, but were welcomed to.

There were none.

Jim Rhodes of Georgia Power presented the City with a check for $217,188.00 for the 2010 franchise tax. 

MINUTES: Phil NeSmith motioned to approve the minutes of the February 7, 2011 Regular Meeting and the February 21, 2011 Called Meeting.

Henry Cravey seconded, motion passed.

BUSINESS LICENSE: Henry Cravey motioned to approve the application for a business license in the name of;

1. PEKING CHINESE RESTAURANT

(412 Broad St. – Restaurant, Quan Qin, owner, changing of ownership)

James Colson seconded, motion passed.

2ND READING ORDINANCE ZONING CHANGES FROM R-4 TO B-2 PROPERTY OF PULASKI RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT, LLC, and LOCATED IN LAND LOT 268 AND 273 OF THE 12TH DISTRICT TRACT 7 CONTAINING 12.23 ACRES: Phil NeSmith motioned to adopt the ordinance. James Colson seconded, motion passed.
2ND READING ORDINANCE ZONING CHANGES FROM R-4 TO B-2 PROPERTY OF PULASKI RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT, LLC, and LOCATED IN LAND LOT 268 and 73 OF THE 12TH DISTRICT TRACT 6 CONTAINING 29.08 ACRES: Phil NeSmith motioned to adopt the ordinance. James Colson seconded, motion passed.

2ND READING ORDINANCE ZONING CHANGES FROM R-2 TO B-2 PROPERTY OF SHELLY BERRYHILL, LOCATED AT 114 WARREN STREET: Chairman Berryhill turned this over to Vice- Chair Cravey to present for adoption. Wilson Credle motioned to adopt the ordinance. Phil NeSmith seconded, Shelly Berryhill abstained, motion passed.
OPERA HOUSE WINDOW PROPOSALS: Phil NeSmith motioned to table until a called meeting, work session could be scheduled. Henry Cravey seconded, motion to table passed.

RESOLUTION TO TRANSMIT THE COMMUNITY ASSESSMENT AND COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION PROGRAM PORTIONS OF THE 20-YEAR COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE TO THE MIDDLE GEORGIA REGIONAL COMMISSION AND THE GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS FOR OFFICIAL REVIEW: Phil NeSmith motioned to adopt the resolution. James Colson seconded, motion passed.

Berryhill explained that this was a joint city/county plan for the future. Large groups have been appointed to the panel to work on different areas of the plan with the help of the Regional Commission, who will submit to DCA for review.

AGREEMENT FOR MUTUAL AID IN FIRE AND POLICE PROTECTION BETWEEN THE CITY OF HAWKINSVILLE AND THE CITY OF PERRY, GEORGIA: Henry Cravey motioned to approve the agreement. James Colson seconded, motion passed.

CHANGE ORDER #2 US341/SR11 WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENT AND MARKEL STREET WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS: An addition to Stimulus Project cr-5109-r, ORCHARD HILL WATER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS: James Colson motioned to approve the change order. Phil NeSmith seconded, motion passed. Manager Murkerson explained the funds received to do the Orchard Hill Water System Improvement Project were bid lower than expected which allowed the City to increase the scope of the project and expend all the funds. The work should be completed in 2 to 3 months. Lance Woods stated they would start boring the hole at Hwy 341 and Hwy 26 Tuesday.

AGREEMENT INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE HAWKINSVILLE TECHNOLOGY PARK: Phil NeSmith motioned to approve the agreement for Phase I wastewater distribution through park up to Spec Bldg., most of west side of park at a cost of $115,000.00 and use older SPLOST funds of $90,450.00 and spend current SPLOST funds of $24,550.00 to pay balance. James Colson seconded, motion passed. 

Manager Murkerson explained there were two phases to the project with Phase II costing $111,000.00. RDC is looking for grant funds to cover this phase. Each phase has a 60 day completion period.

CITY MANAGER’S UPDATE:
Manager Murkerson gave an update on the dilapidated housing report from Codes Enforcement and an unclean lot report showing which locations are being addressed.

Chairman Berryhill explained the Urban Redevelopment Agency had targeted approximately 100 houses in a dilapidated state and with the enforcement officer enforcing the city code 32 houses have been taken down. There have been over 75 abandoned vehicles removed from different locations also, and law enforcement will continue to work on that. 

He gave a work order synopsis for the month of February from the customer service system. These are completed work orders only. 
He included an arrears report listing commercial customers who are behind on their bills.

He reported the Jordan Drive wastewater distribution system improvements have begun and are on schedule to be completed by March 31, 2011. When we complete the wastewater system improvements we will then address the storm water issues at that location. The City has an approved GEFA loan.
APPROVE FUNDING FOR JORDAN DRIVE WASTEWATER DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT: Wilson Credle motioned to approve paying for the project with current SPLOST funds. Phil NeSmith seconded, motion passed.
Murkerson included the Speed Sentry radar sign data for Hillbright Street and Kamelia Drive. The Hillbright Street information has the data gathered since we installed the speed bump and previous data for comparison. Both charts include ten (10) days of recorded data.
Murkerson reported on the natural Gas appliance rebates from surrounding communities and the reimbursement program from Southern Natural Gas. Staff recommends that we use the same rebates as the reimbursement schedule from Southern Natural Gas and that we rebate $250.00 for a furnace. Southern Natural Gas will reimburse the City for 50% of the furnace rebate.

GAS APPLIANCE REBATES: Phil NeSmith motioned to approve the rebate schedule, then amended his motion, with the exception of the $250.00 rebate on a furnace, all rebates will be paid in the form of a credit to the customers bill. Henry Cravey seconded, motion passed.

LAW ENFORCEMENT REPORTS: Murkerson handed out the law enforcement reports for February 2011. He stated citations were being written on unclean lots.
Wilson Credle along with the other Commissioners told Sheriff Cape that the citizens are extremely happy with the merge of the city and county law enforcement, that they have felt even safer with more officers present. 

UCHEE SHOALS RIVER LANDING: Murkerson stated that James Colson was the past Chairman when the Land Rivers Grant in the amount of $100,000.00 from the Dept of Natural Resources was approved, and the City received an easement on adjoining property from Wendell Dunaway. The three acres floods when the river rises and work will need to be done to clear brush and some trees, UGA students will come down and mark trees of significance and tag what type they are. Murkerson stated Les Ager would volunteer his time in the clearing project and asked approval to allow City Personnel to help clear as time permits. 

CITY PERSONNEL ALLOWED TO HELP AS TIME PERMITS: Shelly Berryhill motioned to allow City Personnel to help. Phil NeSmith seconded, motion passed.
BETTER HOMETOWN REPORTS: Director Karen Bailey gave a report on the many events going on through Better Hometown. She invited the Commissioner to attend the Directors Meetings and the next one would be March 22nd.  Her updates included the Promotions Committee, the Design Committee/Hawkinsville Historic Preservation Commission meeting Tuesday March 15th, the organization committee with approval by the Archway Executive Committee she is collaborating with 2 UGA Graduate students in a project to produce a comprehensive building inventory for the downtown district, the Enduring Farmlands Scenic Byway, the Communities of Opportunity (COOP) project, the River Parks Advisory Council, the Keep Georgia Beautiful events in the month of April, the Economic  Restructuring Committee/Hawkinsville Downtown Development Authority. She reminded everyone that March 11th and 12th will be a big weekend for Hawkinsville/Pulaski County with the annual Peaches to Beaches Yard Sale.
ARCHWAY PARTNERSHIP REPORTS: Chairman Berryhill reported someone had been hired to feel the position on Archway and the prospective date to start will be March 31, 2011. The report included Economic Development (Co-Op) Communities of Opportunity Initiative, the HPED Committee Branding and Web Presence task of creating a 5 minute promotional, Multi-media DVD and the Web Presence organized criteria for conducting an audit of all community institution websites, the HERTY Foundation and the greater Hawkinsville-Pulaski community, the Hawkinsville-Pulaski Multi-Media Marketing, the Hawkinsville Downtown Business Building Inventory, Community Health, Government Service Delivery, Housing, Leadership Development and Public Education.
PULASKI TOMORROW LEADERSHIP CLASS: Wilson Credle motioned to sponsor up to three (3) City Employees to attend the next class. Phil NeSmith seconded, motion passed.
BOARDS, AUTHORITIES, COMMISSIONS AND AGENCIES REPORT:

Clerk Herrington gave Commissioners an updated report on the positions of different boards whose terms will expire in the 2011 year.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION: Chairman Berryhill stated Wes Conner had elected to resign his post. Phil NeSmith motioned to table appointing someone and put on an agenda for possible work session. Wilson Credle seconded, motion to table passed.
FINANCE DIRECTOR’S REPORTS: Mitchell Woods handed out the cash and financial reports for January 2011. He reported that LOST collection for February was not good, and year to date collections were $16,500 less than budgeted.  Based on current collections the LOST revenue would be down $24,700 for the year.  He did say that the franchise tax from Georgia Power was $21,200 more than budgeted.

Murkerson stated that the Arts Council had been reimbursed for a SPLOST purchase.  Woods stated that natural gas volumes had increased due to H&V, that residential volume was down a little due to a loss of 16 customers but volume was good due to a cold January, and that agricultural volume was also down from last year. 

He reported funds were still available from the old SPLOST for the purchase of additional hardware and software as needed.

COMMISSION COMMENTS:

James Colson had none.

Henry Cravey stated with the gasoline cost rising daily he had received some literature on the operations of electric cars for manager Murkerson to look over. He asked Lee Slade for an update on the Spec Bldg. Slade stated the project hold up was due to financing, that the local banks were waiting on certain documents, the SBA was involved and other banks not locally would like to get involved.
Cravey stated that Para mutual Betting issues were still in the States Rules Committee.

He talked about the storm drainage problem on Houston Street.

Wilson Credle had none.

Shelly Berryhill had none.

Phil NeSmith had none.

HURA, Dorothy Williams reported their last trip was an eventful one and felt a lot of progress was made. She was surprised not as many people attended. They have planed to start a project between now and next meeting, it does not involve grants funding, a volunteer project. She was told to talk with the coordinator of the Youth Leadership Group for possible help.

Manager Murkerson said we are honored to have present, Brittany NeSmith the immediate past Harness Festival Queen and one of the first graduates of Pulaski Tomorrow.
There being no further business.

ADJOURN: James Colson motioned to adjourn. Phil NeSmith seconded, motion passed.

_____________________________

Chairman, Board of Commission

Hawkinsville, Georgia

ATTEST:

__________________________

City Clerk

