The Board of Commissioners of the City of Hawkinsville, Georgia met in a Regular Meeting, Monday January 3, 2011 immediately following the Organizational Meeting.

Chairman Shelly Berryhill called the meeting to order. He noted the time at 6:05 p.m.

COMMISSION PRESENT: Chairman Shelly Berryhill, Vice-Chair Henry Cravey, James Colson and Phil NeSmith. Wilson Credle was absent.

MINUTES: Phil NeSmith motioned to approve the minutes of the December 6, 2010 Regular Meeting with changes, correct spelling of name on the motion of the Resolution to dissolve the Municipal Court, to read Phil NeSmith. James Colson seconded, motion passed.

MINUTES: Henry Cravey motioned to approve the minutes of the December 21, 2010 Called Meeting with changes, correct spelling of name on discussion marketing plan for the Speculative Building, to read Wilson Credle. Phil NeSmith seconded, motion passed.
TRANSIENT VENDOR ORDINANCE: Manager Murkerson read the proposed ordinance in its entirety. Article IX. Transient Merchants Section 16-180 to Section 16-188.  Section 16-185. Restrictions; permitted locations; size of operation; etc. Commissioners requested these compliances be stricken, with possible newer compliances. Section  16-186 the applicant would be required to make application for an Occupation Tax License, plus pay a Regulatory Fee, amount to be set by the Board of Commission. Section 16-184 Soliciting orders for goods, subscriptions, etc; hour prohibited. Unlawful for any person to solicit or take or cause or instigate the solicitation or taking of subscriptions or orders for, sell or cause or instigate the sale of subscriptions, goods, wares or merchandise within the corporate limits of the city between 6:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m.
The necessary changes will be made and emailed to each Commissioner to study prior to 2nd reading of ordinance at the February meeting.

BUSINESS LICENSE: Phil NeSmith motioned to approve the applications for a business license in the names of;

1. GRIMSLEY AGENCY, LLC dba DORTCH AGENCY

(203 Commerce St.- Insurance Agency, Danny Grimsley, owner)

2. DORTCH LIFE GROUP, LLC

(39 Hillcrest Ave.- Life Insurance, Frank Allen Dortch, manager)

3. ADVANCED EYE CARE

(208 Commerce St.- Optometric, Martha Flournoy, Office Manager)

4. HAWKINSVILLE LANDSCAPING

(403 Sunset Dr. Warner Robins, GA- Landscaping, Don Watts, owner)

James Colson seconded, motion passed.

RESCIND EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT WITH J. HUMPHREY

(Candidate found other employment)

 Phil NeSmith motioned to rescind the previously approved agreement. Henry Cravey seconded, motion passed.

RESOLUTION TEMPORARY EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENTS: Phil NeSmith motioned to adopt a Resolution that would allow the City Manager to enter into an employment agreement on behalf of the City with temporary employees. Henry Cravey seconded, motion passed.
CITY MANAGER’S UPDATES:

Manager Murkerson gave a dilapidated housing report from Codes Enforcement. He also included an unclean lot report that shows the locations being addressed.

He included a work order synopsis for the month of December from the customer service system. These are completed work orders only.

He gave Commissioners an arrears report listing commercial customers who are behind on their bills. Commissioners requested an ongoing report.

Murkerson reported the Cotton Mill Lofts project was awarded allocations from the Low Income Housing Tax Credit designation from the Department of Community Affairs. We had a conference call with Landmark Development, Rehab Builders, Rex Todd and Nick Kouloungis Thursday. We discussed a time table for construction of the Community Market, HOPE VI funded residences and the Cotton Mill Lofts. The expected start date for construction of the market is February with a completion date of June 2011. The loft apartments and HOPE VI apartments will start construction in May 2011 with a 12 month completion date.

Murkerson reminded Commission there would be a conference in Macon, Georgia on January 18, 2011 for Economic Outlook. Mr. Credle has registered and if others wished to attend please let him know.

LAW ENFORCEMENT REPORTS: Murkerson gave out the Law Enforcement report for December 2010. He also included a financial report from the Municipal Court.

BETTER HOMETOWN REPORTS: Karen Bailey BHT Director gave a report on a number of projects, but the main focus was on the Keep Georgia Beautiful “Bring One for the Chipper” tree recycling program. McGalliard Waste Services is partnering with HBHT and the City by providing free containers for the community to places used live trees which will mulched by the City. The mulch will be available for use by the City or any residents who request it. The program will run through January 14, 2011.
ARCHWAY REPORTS: There were no reports. Lee Slade did speak on behalf of Archway, that interviews for Archway Executive position would begin January 20, 2011 and hoped to have someone in place by March 1. A great deal of work has gone into a strategic plan, budget, websites for the City and it is a work in progress all to market the Speculative Building. The new industry has a $5 million financial package in place. The economic development of this industry is looking very positive.
SPEED BREAKER REQUEST: Manager Murkerson explained there had been a request  for a speed breaker on Hillbright Street. He recommended placing one in the middle of the street from Broad Street to Anderson Road. He gave Commissioners a report from the Speed Monitoring System used to monitor speed on Hillbright Street. Commissioners requested the monitoring system be left at the location for the same time period after the speed breaker is in place. Henry Cravey motioned to approve the speed breaker. Phil NeSmith seconded, motion passed.

FINANCE DIRECTOR’S REPORTS: Mitchell Woods handed out the cash and financial reports for November 2010. He reported the LOST collections had decreased $11,000.00 compared to the budget.

He gave out a report on the natural gas sales and cost and the reason industrial sales were up was attributed to H&V. He reported the City had lost 16 gas customers. Phil NeSmith stated they needed to revisit gas rebate incentives. Manager Murkerson stated he was compiling that information to present them. 

COMMISSION COMMENTS:

James Colson requested information for those residences on McDuffie Street who wanted to apply for the housing grant. Manager Murkerson stated the grant administrator would be able to answer any questions or concerns about the project, that they had already made contact with each homeowner/occupant in that area, but He would take names and phone information of those with concerns and pass it on.

Also the CHIP grant application under the same grant administrators is for the north side of Broad Street.

Henry Cravey thanked all Commissioners, Staff and Employees for their hard work this past year.

Phil NeSmith sent condolences to Pulaski County Sheriff Billy Cape in the loss of his wife Nancy, a very special lady. We owe him a big pat on the back and we appreciate his efforts in what he did to consolidate the law enforcement, it put a real strain on him. We applaud and commend him.
Shelly Berryhill said he was out of town during the City’s Christmas Luncheon and didn’t get the chance to speak. He thanked the Employees and Staff for a job well done. 

He gave an update on the Regional Commission round table event. The districts discussed the up coming 1% transportation tax projects to be funded if passed. The commission has an Executive Committee of 40 people and fortunately for us all, Commissioner Brooks Bailey was appointed to represent Hawkinsville/ Pulaski County. 
Berryhill stated he would be attending the Mayor’s Day Conference and had been asked to give a presentation on the Cotton Mill Lofts and River Projects.

CITIZENS COMMENTS:

Arlene Pickett asked who she should contact about the housing grant for McDuffie Street. She was told to leave her name, address and contact information with Manager Murkerson and he would have the grant administrator contact her. This is a $500,000.00 housing grant and is scheduled to be completed this year.

Manager Murkerson explained that city employee Mark Anderson was in need of financial contributions and prayers as his home was badly damaged from a fire on the day before Christmas Eve.

There being no further business.

ADJOURN: James Colson motioned to adjourn. Henry Cravey seconded, motion passed.
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